Artists who work on Gessoed Paper

Alexis Lavine
I am a passionate “plein air” painter, and I take tremendous pleasure from doing my painting
outdoors, on location. I set my easel up on sidewalks, in parks or gardens, wherever I am
inspired by the landscape or the architecture. While outdoor painting may not be physically as
comfortable as painting in the controlled environment of the studio, I believe that the total
sensory experience of being literally inside one’s subject, leads to far more expressive and
exciting works of art.
Recently I have been experimenting with nontraditional surfaces for my watercolors, such as
gessoed paper, clayboard, and canvas, varnishing them, and framing them without glass. The
process and the results have been most exciting and satisfying to me. While the paintings on
these surfaces may lose some of the typical transparency of traditional watercolors, they have a
greater depth, solidity, and strength, which appeal to me.

Alexis Lavine has devoted the last two decades to watercolor and oil painting. Her award
winning paintings have been included in numerous juried and gallery exhibitions, and they hang
in private and corporate collections throughout the country, as well as overseas. Alexis does
much of her painting in her studio, but prefers to paint outdoors on location, whenever possible.
Alexis is an enthusiastic art instructor, who teaches painting and drawing classes and workshops.
She gives her students a sound background in technique and esthetics, encourages them to
express their individuality through their art, and helps them to relax and enjoy their artistic
pursuits.
Education
B.A. in Studio Art, University of Maryland
M.A. in Medical Illustration - Johns Hopkins University
Professional Affiliations
National Association of Women Artists, signature member
Baltimore Watercolor Society, life and signature member
Associated Artists of Winston-Salem, exhibiting member
Piedmont Outdoor Painting Society, signature member

Sanit Khewhok was born in Thailand in 1944. He studied painting, sculpture and printmaking at
Silpakorn University in Bangkok and later traveled to Rome to study painting and restoration
techniques at the Academy of Fine Arts. In Bangkok, he served as Assistant Director of the
National Gallery. He has lived in Honolulu since 1986 and currently works as both Collections
Manager at The Contemporary Museum and Curator at the Hawai'i Pacific University Art
Gallery. He has exhibited at numerous galleries in Honolulu and at the Bhirasri Institute of
Modern Art and the Alliance Française Gallery in Bangkok. At the age of 40, Khewhok lived as
a monk for 100 days. This experience proved pivotal to his life and art, teaching him to look
inward and become more aware of his emotional and physical being.
This current body of work consists of subtle watercolors on gessoed paper. The images, drawn
from Khewhok's memory, depict ethereal abstract landscapes. Each work utilizes a horizon line.
At times architectural images appear, buildings inspired predominantly by Tuscan landscapes,
where villas and churches dot the country sides. Some works do not contain these structures;
rather, a body of water or a mountain range may appear. In these delicate works, Khewhok is
able to capture a sense of both mystery and beauty.

